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Why worry about temptation?
James 1:22 

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves.  Do what it says.”

Galatians 5:16-21

“Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh…those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

Temptation’s Source

Temptation is the work of Satan (spiritual warfare): Revelation 12:9

“The great dragon was hurled down – that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray.  He was hurled to earth, and his angels with him.”

Satan tempted Eve (in the garden): Genesis 3:4

Satan tempted Job (to turn away from God): Job 2:4-7, 9-10

Satan tempted Jesus (in the desert): Matthew 4:1-11

Resist temptation: 1 Peter 5:8-9

“Be self controlled and alert.  Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.”

Evil forces: (Ephesians 6:12)

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.”

Sex

1 Thessalonians 4:3-5

“It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual immorality; that each of you should learn to control his own body in a way that is holy and honorable, not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God;”

1 Corinthians 6:13-20

“The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  But his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself?  Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute?  Never!  Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body?  For it is said, “The two will become one flesh”.  But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.  Flee form sexual immorality.  All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sings against his own body.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your body.”

Other verses about sexual impurity:


Ephesians 5:5-6; Hebrews 13:3-4; Romans 1:24-32; Leviticus 18

Debauchery

Ephesians 5:18
“Don't be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, let the Holy Spirit fill and control your life.”

Habakkuk 2:16

“Drink leads to shame and humiliation.”

Proverbs 23:33

“It fills men's minds with adulterous and impure thoughts.”

1 Corinthians 10:31
“Whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, you must do all for the glory of God.”

Warning of drunkenness: Proverbs 23:29-35

Prepare for the Lord: Romans 13:13-14

Others: Ephesians 5:17-18; Proverbs 20:1; Galatians 5:21

Foul Language

Ephesians 4:29

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”

Matthew 15:11

“What goes into a man’s mouth does not make him unclean, but what comes out of his mouth, that is what makes unclean.”

James 1:26

“If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless.”
Others: James 3:1-12; Proverbs 4:24; Matthew 12:36; Titus 2:7-8; Colossians 3:8; Exodus 20: 7
Cheating

Proverbs 11:1

“The Lord hates cheating, but He delights in honesty.”

Luke 16:10

“Unless you are faithful in small matters, you won't be faithful in large ones. If you cheat even a little, you won't be honest with greater responsibilities.”

Others: Lev 19:35-36; 1 Thessalonians 4:6

Money

The Rich Young Man (camel through the eye of a needle): Matthew 19:16-30

Cannot serve two masters: Matthew 6:19-21

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your hear will be also.”

Blessings and Woes: Luke 6:24

Others: Hebrews 13:5

Grace!

Saved by grace: Ephesians 2: 4-10

“But because of his grate love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved.”

Paul’s salvation: 1 Timothy 1:15-16

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners – of whom I am the worst.  But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.”

Help from God

Strength from God: 1 Peter 5:10

“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast.”

Power against temptation: 1 Corinthians 10:13

“No temptation has seized you except what is common to man.  And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”

Armor of God: (Ephesians 6:13-18)

Belt of truth


Breastplate of righteousness


Shoes of readiness


Shield of faith


Helmet of salvation


Sword of the Spirit


Pray

