Bible Study Workshop – Feb. 22,  2004

Open with Prayer

Intros if necessary

Why are you here?

Why is it important to study Bible – particularly in groups?

Why is it important to have a leader? What does a good leader do?

What are the issues that most concern you related to leading a Bible Study?

(Where we going today: deal with anxiety/approaches to Bible/basic type of Bible study/resources/small group dynamics)

Most important: deal with anxiety – fear – inadequacy – feeling like do something wrong

· Bible does have an aspect of being complicated – origin 2000/66 books/diff. authors/ancient cultures/languages/limitations of translations

· Word of God is very resisilent – very strong – withstood lots of stupidity human beings have tried to do to it over the years – power of its message not your doing – Holy Spirit

· Not alone – lots of resources to help you

· Love God & Love God’s people – then rest will be okay

How we interpret the Bible

· Important to understand that there are differences – affects the way Bible is studied

· All Christians believe in the authority of Scripture as God’s word but difference comes in how we choose to discern, understand that authority. Two main different approaches:

1. Bible is  authoritative because it is the inspired, inerrant Word of God. (The authority of Scripture is in the text itself.)

2. Bible is authoritative because it is the inspired Word of God and the only source & norm for the church’s proclamation, faith and life. (Scriptures contain the Word of God – a dynamic message inside a text laid down by human hands)

Important because this affects how Bible is studied: 

1. Inspired, inerrant then each sentence, each phrase, each word is a little slice of the Word of God with its own authority and the challenge is to see how it bears its own truth to be applied to our lives today.

2. Inspired Word of God, source & norm of truth about faith and life – then we must read the words, understand the context, dialog with the text to discern the Word of God and then learn to apply that message to our lives today.

If tensions arise in Bible study it is normally due to the fact that participants are coming at the study from these different angles.  Very difficult to change person’s perspective on it in context of a group bible study unless group wants to take the time to duke it out.  As leader – must understand this may be the source of disagreement and it may be impossible to bridge the gap – agree to disagree – remember that relationships are important part of a good Bible Study.

Where these leads us is to two basic type of Bible Study:

1. Deductive

2. Inductive

Deductive -  takes a general theme or theory or issue and then looks at all the Scriptural references on that theme.

· Okay – helps to deal with themes – pull all the verses together on a subject

· Limitations – might miss key messages in scripture because of language/use of words – not seeing the whole picture/  also might be driven by the agenda of the leader (lectionary keeps us honest – sometimes people go to scriptures with an issue and then pick verses to support it)

· Greater tendency to be used by those from inerrant position because they have no problem taking verses out of there context because authority of truth in separated words

Inductive – Looks at a part of scripture without pre-concieved notions, studies text, context, meaning and discerns the Word of God that we can apply to our lives today.  (deductive is general to specific/inductive is specific to general)

INDUCTIVE BIBLE STUDY METHOD (Handout)

African Method (Handout #2)

Published Bible Studies  - some better than others

Leading  a Small-Group Bible Study Effectively 
The success of any small group starts with the leader. Effective leaders are not teachers or lecturers. They are facilitators and catalysts whose primary job is to get people to interact with each other. 

1. Come to the study prepared.  Pray, read it in advance, collect notes. 

· How much time should you spend in preparation? That depends. If you are using a good study guide, it will probably take you about an hour to read the passage, work through each question in the guide and become familiar with the leader's notes. 

2. Pray for the members of your group before the study. If the Bible is to have an impact on their lives, the Holy Spirit must be at work in their hearts before, during, and after the study. 

3. Begin the study on time. 
4. At the beginning of your first time together, explain to the group that the studies are meant to be discussions, not lectures. Encourage everyone to participate, but realize that some may be hesitant to speak during the first few sessions. 

5. Encourage more than one answer to each question. A good question should have more than one possible answer, and each person in the group has his or her own unique perspective. So be sure to ask, “What do the rest of you think?” or “Anyone else?” until several people have had a chance to respond. When you sense that people are ready to move on, ask the next question. 

4. Try to affirm people's answers whenever possible. People are often reluctant to speak up at first, but if they know you appreciate their insights they will warm up much more quickly. Simple words of affirmation such as “That's a great insight,” “Good response,” “Excellent idea,” or “I hadn't thought of that before” are enough to show people that you value their comments. 

5. Don't be afraid of silence. It usually seems longer to you than to the other members of the group. People may simply need time to think before they respond. 

6. If the silence persists, resist the temptation to answer your own question. Instead, try rephrasing the question until you are confident that the group understands what you are asking. Remember that even an eager group will quickly become passive and silent if they think you will do most of the talking. Of course, after everyone has had a chance to respond, you can share your own insights if you wish. But be careful not to dominate the discussion. 

7. Never reject an answer, even if you think it is wrong. When you reject people's answers, it is easy for them to feel rejected as well, and they may decide that it is too risky to give their opinion again. 
10. Avoid going off on tangents. If people wander off course, gently bring them back to the passage and question being considered. 

11. Be conscious of the pace of the study. Try to avoid the extremes of being too rushed or spending too much time on any one question. The ideal is to move through the passage and the questions at a comfortable pace so that you finish at the end of the allotted time. 

Some leaders don't worry about the pace of the study, assuming that they can simply stop in the middle and resume next week. Usually, however, that approach does not work well. Most good studies are designed to be completed within one session so that people can have a sense of completion and closure. Also, certain members of the group may not be able to attend next time, and others may have missed the first half of the study. 

End the study on time. If the group is committed to spending 45 minutes in Bible study, try to honor that commitment. A healthy small group will do more than study the Bible together, so you must leave enough time for other important activities, such as sharing and prayer. If these other activities are merely tacked on at the end, the health of the group will suffer

Overview of the Inductive Bible Study Method

Purpose: To see, understand and apply the Word to our lives so that our Christian walk will bring God glory. 

Inductive Bible Study consists of three elemental parts. They are observation, interpretation, and application. Each element of study looks at the same passage, but with a different end or goal in mind. 

Observation asks, "what does the text say?" 

Interpretation asks, "what does it mean?" 

Application asks, "what does it mean to me, how do I live this?" 

Observation - Seeing What the Author is Saying
Question to Answer: "What Does It Say?" 

1. The foundation to your whole study 

2. May raise more questions than it answers 

3. Observation is a skill to be developed 

4. If this step is skipped, you’re basically making up what the bible says.

Interpretation - Understanding What the Author Meant
Question to Answer: "What Does It Mean?" 

1. Is understood through the Holy Spirit 

2. Requires humility and teachability 

3. Is according to what God says, not my experience or feelings

4. If this step is skipped, you end up doing exactly what the bible says without understanding it.

Application - Applying the Truth to My Life
Question to Answer: "What does this mean to ME? How am I going to live this?" 

1. The ultimate goal of Bible study 

2. Will transform 

3. Relies upon correct interpretation 

4. If this step is skipped, the bible is just a history book.

Observation

Observation asks, "What does it say?" 

The 5 Ws & an H
Observation consists of five questions commonly known as - the 5 Ws & an H. They are: Who, What, When, Where, Why and How. Stick to facts of what can be observed in text itself first.  Observation can sometimes raise as many questions as it answers. 

· WHO is involved?
Who is it written to?
Who wrote it? 

· WHAT is the subject?
What is the mood?
What is taught?
What are the main events? 

· WHY is it written?
Why did it occur?
Why is it a problem? 

· WHEN was it written?
When does it occur?
When is its place in relation to other events?
(look for "time" words like now, then, after, until) 

· WHERE was it written to?
Where was it written from?
Where do the events/teaching take place? 

· HOW did events occur?
How did the different characters respond?
(look for words like therefore, for this reason, so, then, thus) 

Other Observation Tools
The following are other tools that can be used when observing a passage. 

Key words: a key word is one that is repeated, has theological significance or for any other reason appears to be important. You can mark key words and their synonyms using colored pens or symbols. For examples if your key word is love, you can circle each occurrence in red or draw a heart over the word love each time it occurs. Marking key words can help you see the primary focus of the author and help unlock a key meaning of the passage. 

Contrast: A contrast is an evaluation of things that are opposite or different. Contrasts are sometimes used for illustrations and help us understand what is not true. They may be indicated by words such as but, however, otherwise, yet, nevertheless, although or rather than. 

Comparisons: Comparisons refer to things that are similar or alike. They are often used for illustrations (word pictures) and may be indicated by words such as like, as, also, likewise, moreover. Note that contrasts and comparisons often occur together. 

Terms of Conclusion: Words like therefore, finally, so that and for this reason are examples. It is good to mark these things to note what the author is concluding or summarizing. The conclusion or summary can often help us understand the text that precedes it. It alerts the reader that a conclusion, summary or result is being given. 

Expressions of Time: Note timing or sequence. Words such as then, after this and when all denote time issues. These terms can help you sort out the sequence or relationship of events. 

Commands/Instructions: Note any clear command or instruction directly given in the passage. These can help us understand the intent or importance of the passage. 

Lists: A list is a compilation of facts given about a particular subject, person, place or word. There are at least 3 kinds of lists you can make: 

· Simple lists: read through and list thoughts, actions, objects (e.g. fruit of the Spirit in Gal 5:22-23)

· Topical lists: a compilation or summary (e.g. 2 Timothy 2:23-25 note that the Lord's bondservant is not quarrelsome, kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, gentle in correcting

· Analytical lists: finds and analyzes minor themes and may include comparisons, progressions, etc. (e.g. James 1:14-15 shows how temptation follows a progression)

Interpretation

Interpretation asks, "What does it mean?" 

Interpretation seeks to discover or uncover the meaning behind the observations you have made. This is where you get to answer all those questions that arose when you were doing observation. 
There are three levels of interpretation: 

1. Understanding the author's intended meaning for the audience to which it was written.

2. Understanding the meaning in light of "the whole counsel of God" (e.g. all of Scripture)*

3. Understanding what God wants to teach us today from the passage

(*Your observation work may lead you to an interpretation opposite of principles taught elsewhere in the Bible, significant effort must be made to research and resolve the conflict.) 

Guidelines for Interpretation: 

· Begin with prayer

· Base interpretation on thorough observation

· Have an open heart and teachable spirit (be aware of your own biases and preconceptions)

· Use commentaries/resources when you have specific questions. 

Remember: 

· Consider the type of literature you are studying: History, Poetry/Wisdom Literature, Prophecy, Letters

· Context, Context, Context!

PS: Don't get discouraged when you find some things difficult to understand. The Apostle Peter felt the same way about Paul's letters: 

“15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. “(2 Peter 3:15-18) 

Interpretive Tools:
The complexity of the passage you study will drive how many of the following steps you must complete to arrive at a true and sure interpretation: 

Study Bible contains some of these tools:

1. Cross-references

2. Concordance

3. Bible Dictionary

4. Other Bible translations(use good translations!)

5. Commentaries/scholarly texts 

6. Restatement/summary: rewording the passage based on what you have learned 

Application

Application asks, "What am I going to do?" 

Studying God's Word should result in changed lives. In one sense, the goal of all Bible study is application. Without this piece, Bible study is just academic or a mental exercise. 

Application must have two aspects: 

· It must be personal

· It must be practical

Personal Application 

· Is there a sin for me to avoid?

· Is there a promise for me to claim?

· Is there an action for me to take or avoid?

· Is there a command for me to obey?

· Is there an example for me to follow or to avoid?

· Is there a revelation about God for me to know and live out?

Practical Application 

· Steps to do what God is showing us personally.

· Make application practical by helping us develop principles and live by them.

· A principle is an abiding statement that is not limited to a point in time.

· A principle is a compelling truth that is as relevant to us today as it was to the believers in biblical times.

· It takes prayerful reflection and a teachable spirit to draw the principles out of the passages you have studied.

The African Bible Study Method

This Bible study method was introduced by the African Delegation to the Lambeth Conference of the Anglican Church. It is known by both names: "Lambeth" and "African." 

Opening Prayer:O Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

1. One person reads passage slowly.
 

2. Each person identifies the word or phrase that catches their attention ( 1 minute ).
 

3. Each shares the word or phrase around the group ( 3-5 minutes, emphasis on the group members LISTENING to each person share and less on open DISCUSSION ).
 

4. Another person reads the passage slowly ( from a different translation if possible ).
 

5. Each person identifies where this passage touches their life today ( 1 minute ).
 

6. Each shares ( 3-5 minutes).
 

7. Passage is read a third time (another reader and translation if possible).
 

8. Each person names or writes "From what I've heard and shared, what do I believe God wants me to do or be? Is God inviting me to change in any way?" ( 5 minutes )
 

9. Each person shares their answer ( 5-10 minutes )
 

10. Each prays for the person on their right, naming what was shared in the other steps ( 5 minutes ).
 

Close with group prayers or  the Lord's Prayer 
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